step 16044 for display of the total price.-. 



Page 24, line 1, delete "5135"; 

line 3, changT"130 ,,/ to -271-; 
line 4, changed 60" to<284-; and 
cnange""190 ,, to^l91-. 



Page 25, line 9, change "17090" to -17070-; and 
charfigT"17010" 



to-17080-; 



line 12, change "17100" to-17080-; and 

y 

after "." insert /If the block does not contain a station-type code indicating 



a Checkout station, there is no additional processing.-. 




Page 26, line 4, change "914" to -7 14-; 

line 8, delete"copending"; and 



line 9, after "1995," inserAAow U.S. Patent No. 5,727,153 issued 



March 10, 1998, -. 




CLAIMS:, 



Please cancel claims 1-11 without prejudice of disclaimer, and add new claims 12-93, as 
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-12. A processing system for a system including a plurality of portable housings 
transported by consumers, each housing containing an electronic memory, a plurality of homes, a 
store and a routing system for receiving a signal and generating network addresses in response to 
an inter-network address in the received signal, the routing system including a plurality of wide 
area communication links, the processing system comprising^ 
a first computer; and 
a second computer, 

wherein the first computer includes circuitry for sending first signals to the routing system, each 
first signal including a signal corresponding to a product, and an inter-network address 
corresponding to the second computer, to causer tha routing system to generate a plurality of 
network addresses, each of the plurality of network addresses corresponding to a respective 
computer in a respective computer network, and whereip^fhe second computer includes circuitry 
for receiving first signals, and wherein the system further includes: 

a plurality first processors, eacm located in one of the plurality of homes, responsive to a 
first signal received by the second computer, for sending a memory signal to a portable housing 
in the plurality of housings, the memory signal corresponding to the product; and 

a second processor, in tMe store, for receiving the memory signal from a portable housing 
in the plurality of housings, to send a telecommunications signal out of the store via a 
telecommunications signal path. 



13. The processing system of claim 12 wherein each housing is a card. 
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14. The processing system of claim 12 wherein each housing further contain^/a 
processing unit that executes a program stored in a random access memory. 

15. The processing system of claim 12 wherein the telecommunications signal includes a 
signal identifying a consumer. 

16. The processing system of claim 12 wherein the store includes 
a receiver for receiving a purchase signal corresponding to a product; and 
a determiner for determining a price for the prefauct depending on whether the memory 

signal, received by the second processor, corresponds to the purchase signal. 

17. The processing system of clainr 16 wherein the store further includes 
an electromagnetic detector for generating the purchase signal. 

18. The processing syst^/of^lai^ 16 wherein the store further includes 
a bar code reader for generating the purchase signal. 



19. The processing system of claim 12 wherein each first processor includes a computer 
spatially removed from the second computer. 



20. In a system including a store, a plurality of portable housings each containing an 
electronic memory, a plurality of homes, and a routing system for receiving a signal and 
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generating network addresses in response to an inter-network address in the received signalyflie 
routing system including a plurality of wide area communication links, a method comprising: 

sending first signals from a first computer to the routing system, each firsfsignal 
including a signal corresponding to a product, and an inter-network addres^orresponding to a 
second computer, to cause the routing system to generate a plurality ofnetwork addresses, each 
of the plurality of network addresses corresponding to a respective computer in a respective 
con>f$uter network; 

receiving first signals, and 
the step, performed in one of the homes, of, 

sending, responsive to a first signal received in the previous step, a memory signal to a 
portable housing in the plurality of housings the memory signal corresponding to the product, 
and 

the step of 

subsequently, moving tlWportable housing to the store, and 
the step, performed in the sto/e, of 

receiving the memory signal from the portable housing, to send a telecommunications 
signal out of the store yla a telecommunications signal path. 




2 1 . The method of claim 20 further including executing a program stored in a random 
access memory/in the portable housing. 

22. /The method of claim 20 further including sending, in the telecommunications signal, 
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a signal identifying a consumer. X 

23. The method of claim 20 further including the steps, performecHn the store, of 
receiving a purchase signal corresponding to a product; and / 

determining a price for the product depending on whether the memory signal corresponds 
to the purchase signal. / 

24. The method of claim 20 further including the steps, performed in the store, of 
generating a purchase signal with an electromagnetic detector, the purchase signal 

corresponding to a product; / 
receiving the purchase signal; m& 

determining a price for the product depending on whether the memory signal corresponds 
to the purchase signal. / 

25. The method of/claim 20 further including the steps, performed in the store, of 
generating a purchase signal with a bar code reader, the purchase signal corresponding to 

a product; / 

receiving a purchase signal; and 

determining a price for the product depending on whether the memory signal corresponds 
to the purchase signal. 

26( A processing system for a system including a plurality of portable housings 
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transported by consumers, each housing containing an electronic memory, a plurality of homesygf 
store and a routing system for receiving a signal and generating a routing signal in respons^to an 
inter-network address in the received signal, the routing system including a plurality of wide area 
communication links, the processing system comprising: / 

a first computer; and / 

a second computer, / 
wherein the first computer includes circuitry for sending first signals to the routing system, each 
first signal including a signal corresponding to a product, andean inter-network address 
corresponding to the second computer, to cause the routing system to generate a plurality of 
routing signals, each of the plurality of routing signals corresponding to a respective portion of a 
signal path between the first and second computed, and wherein the second computer includes 
circuitry for receiving first signals, and wherein the system further includes: 

a plurality first processors, each located in one of the plurality of homes, responsive to a 
first signal received by the second computer, for sending a memory signal to a portable housing 
in the plurality of housings, the memory signal corresponding to the product; and 

a second processor, in the store, for receiving the memory signal from a portable housing 
in the plurality of housings^fo send a telecommunications signal out of the store via a 
telecommunications signal path. 

27. The processing system of claim 26 wherein each housing is a card. 

28. The processing system of claim 26 wherein each housing further contains a 
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processing unit that executes a program stored in a random access memory. X 

29. The processing system of claim 26 wherein the telecommunications signal includes a 
signal identifying a consumer. / 

30. The processing system of claim 26 wherein the store further includes 
a receiver for receiving a purchase signal corresponding to a product; and 

a determiner for determining a price for the product depending on whether the memory 
signal, received by the second processor, corresporfds to the purchase signal. 

3 1 . The processing system of clatin 30 wherein the store further includes 
an electromagnetic detector for generating the purchase signal. 

32. The processing system of claim 30 wherein the store further includes 
a bar code reader for generating the purchase signal. 

33. The processing system of claim 26 wherein each first processor includes a computer 
spatially removed/from the second computer. 



34. >ln a system including a store, a plurality of portable housings each containing an 
electronic memory, a plurality of homes and a routing system for receiving a signal and 
generating a routing signal in response to an inter-network address in the received signal, the 
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routing system including a plurality of wide area communication links, a method comprising: 

sending first signals from a first computer to the routing system, each first signal / 
including a signal corresponding to a product, and an inter-network address corresppfKiing to a 
second computer, to cause the routing system to generate a plurality of routing^signals, each of 
the plurality of routing signals corresponding to a respective portion of ^signal path between the 
first and second computers; / 

receiving first signals, and / 
the step, performed in one of the homes, of / 

sending, responsive to a first signal received in the previous step, a memory signal to a 
portable housing in the plurality of housings, th^memory signal corresponding to the product, 
and / 
the step of / 

subsequently, moving the portable housing to the store, and 

the step, performed in the storeyof 

/ / 

receiving the memoiy signal from the portable housing, to send a telecommunications 
signal out of the store vm a telecommunications signal path. 

35. The method of claim 34 further including executing a program stored in a random 
access memory in the portable housing. 

26. The method of claim 34 further including sending, in the telecommunications signal, 
a signal identifying a consumer. 
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37. The method of claim 34 further including the steps, performed in the store, ol 
receiving a purchase signal corresponding to a product; and / 
determining a price for the product depending on whether the memory signal corresponds 

to the purchase signal. / 

38. The method of claim 34 further including the steps^ performed in the store, of 
generating a purchase signal with an electromagnetic detector, the purchase signal 

corresponding to a product; / 
receiving the purchase signal; and / 

determining a price for the product depending on whether the memory signal corresponds 
to the purchase signal. / 

39. The method of clain/34 further including the steps, performed in the store, of 
generating a purchase'signal with a bar code reader, the purchase signal corresponding to 

a product; / 

receiving a purchase signal; and 

determining a price for the product depending on whether the memory signal corresponds 
to the purchase^ signal . 

ftO. A processing system for a system including a store, a plurality of portable housings 
eachycontaining an electronic memory, a plurality of homes, and a routing system for receiving a 
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signal and generating network addresses in response to an inter-network addressin the received 
signal, the routing system including a plurality of wide area commimicatiojiTinks, the processing 
system comprising: 

means for sending first signals from a first computer to thi routing system, each first 
signal including a signal corresponding to a product, and an inter-network address corresponding 
to a second computer, to cause the routing system to generate a plurality of network addresses, 
each of the plurality of network addresses corresponding to a respective computer in a respective 
computer network; 

means for receiving first signals; 

means for sending, responsive to A first signal received by the previous means, a memory 
signal to a portable housing in the plurality of housings, the memory signal corresponding to the 
product, the means for sending being located in one of the homes; and 

means for receiving the memory signal from the portable housing in the store, to send a 
telecommunications signal out of the store via a telecommunications signal path. 

41 . The processing system of claim 40 wherein each housing is a card. 

42. The processing system of claim 40 wherein each housing further contains a 
processing nnit that executes a program stored in a random access memory. 



43. The processing system of claim 40 wherein the telecommunications signal includes a 
sigrj&l identifying a consumer. 
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44. The processing system of claim 40 wherein the store includes X 
means for receiving a purchase signal corresponding to a product; and / 

means for determining a price for the product depending on whether the memory signal 
corresponds to the purchase signal. / 

45. The processing system of claim 40 wherein the ^tore includes 

means for generating a purchase signal with an electromagnetic detector, the purchase 
ignal corresponding to a product; / 
means for receiving the purchase signal/and 

means for determining a price for the product depending on whether the memory signal 
corresponds to the purchase signal. / 

46. The processing system of claim 40 wherein the store includes 

means for generating a purchase signal with a bar code reader, the purchase signal 
corresponding to a product; 

means for receiving a purchase signal; and 

means forydetermining a price for the product depending on whether the memory signal 
corresponds to/the purchase signal. 

4/7. A processing system for a system including a store, a plurality of portable housings 
each containing an electronic memory, a plurality of homes, and a routing system for receiving a 
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signal and generating network addresses in response to an inter-network address in the^ceived 
signal, the routing system including a plurality of wide area communication link^me processing 
system comprising: / 

means for sending first signals from a first computer to the rojmng system, each first 
signal including a signal corresponding to a product, and an internetwork address corresponding 
to a second computer, to cause the routing system to generate a plurality of routing signals, each 
of the plurality of routing signals corresponding to a respective portion of a signal path between 
the first and second computers; / 

means for receiving first signals; / 

means for sending, responsive to a firat signal received by the previous means, a memory 
signal to a portable housing in the plurality of housings, the memory signal corresponding to the 
product, the means for sending behWlocated in one of the homes; and 

means for receiving the memory signal from the portable housing in the store, to send a 
telecommunications signal our of the store via a telecommunications signal path. 

48. The processing system of claim 47 wherein each housing is a card. 

49. The processing system of claim 47 wherein each housing further contains a 
processing unit/that executes a program stored in a random access memory. 



50. The processing system of claim 47 wherein the telecommunications signal includes a 
signal identifying a consumer. 
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5 1 . The processing system of claim 47 wherein the store includes 
means for receiving a purchase signal corresponding to a product; 
means for determining a price for the product depending on wither the memory signal 

corresponds to the purchase signal. 

52. The processing system of claim 47 wherein tjrte store includes 
means for generating a purchase signal with electromagnetic detector, the purchase 

signal corresponding to a product; 

means for receiving the purchase sigia&l; and 

means for determining a price fcj/the product depending on whether the memory signal 
corresponds to the purchase signal. 

53. The processing system of claim 47 wherein the store includes 

means for generating a purchase signal with a bar code reader, the purchase signal 
corresponding to a product; 

means for receiving a purchase signal; and 

means for determining a price for the product depending on whether the memory signal 
corresponds to me purchase signal. 



54/ A processing system for a system including a first computer, a second computer, a 
plurality of portable housings each containing an electronic memory, a plurality of homes, a store 
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with a first receiver that receives signals from the plurality of portable housings to senji-a^ 
telecommunications signal out of the store via a telecommunications signal pajhfand a routing 
system for receiving a signal and generating network addresses in response to an inter-network 
address in the received signal, the routing system including a plurality of wide area 
communication links, the processing system comprising: / 

circuitry, in the first computer, that sends first sigrfals to the routing system, each first 
signal including a signal corresponding to a producty^nd an inter-network address corresponding 
to the second computer, to cause the routing system to generate a plurality of network addresses, 
each of the plurality of network addresses corresponding to a respective computer in a respective 
computer network, thereby enabling the second computer to receive first signals; and 

a plurality of home computers/each located in one of the plurality of homes, responsive 
to a first signal received by the second computer, for sending a memory signal to a portable 
housing in the plurality of hoimngs, the memory signal corresponding to the product. 

55. The processing system of claim 54 wherein each housing is a card. 

56. The processing system of claim 54 wherein each housing further contains a 
processing unit/mat executes a program stored in a random access memory. 

57/ The processing system of claim 54 wherein the telecommunications signal includes a 
signal identifying a consumer. 
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58. The processing system of claim 54 further including / 
a second receiver that receives a purchase signal corresponding to a product^id 

a determiner for determining a monetary amount depending on whether the memory 
signal, received by the first receiver, corresponds to the purchase signals 

59. The processing system of claim 58 further including 

an electromagnetic detector for generating the pwchase signal. 

60. The processing system of claim 58ourther including 
a bar code reader for generating th^purchase signal. 

61 . In a system including a/store, a plurality of portable housings each containing an 
electronic memory, a plurality or homes, and a routing system for receiving a signal and 
generating network addresse/in response to an inter-network address in the received signal, the 
routing system including /plurality of wide area communication links, a method comprising: 

sending first signals from a first computer to the routing system, each first signal 
including a signal cc/rresponding to a product, and an inter-network address corresponding to a 
second computeryro cause the routing system to generate a plurality of network addresses, each 
of the plurality/of network addresses corresponding to a respective computer in a respective 
computer network, thereby enabling the second computer to receive first signals; and 
the step, performed in one of the homes, of 

pending, responsive to a first signal received by the second computer, a memory signal to 
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a portable housing in the plurality of housings, the memory signal corresponding"fo the product, 
and 

the step of 

subsequently, moving the portable housing to the store 5y 3&d 
the step, performed in the store, of 

receiving the memory signal from the portable housing, to send a telecommunications 
signal out of the store via a telecommunications signal path. 

62. The method of claim 61 further ^eluding executing a program stored in a random 
access memory in the portable housing. 

63. The method of claim 0 further including sending, in the telecommunications signal, 
a signal identifying a consumer 

64. The method ot claim 61 further including the steps, performed in the store, of 
receiving a purchase signal corresponding to a product; and 
determining a monetary amount depending on whether the memory signal corresponds to 

the purchase signs 



65. The method of claim 61 further including the steps, performed in the store, of 
generating a purchase signal with an electromagnetic detector, the purchase signal 
correspond/ng to a product; 
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receiving the purchase signal; and 

determining a monetary amount depending on whether the memory sigp^Q corresponds to 
the purchase signal. 

66. The method of claim 61 further including the steps/performed in the store, of 
generating a purchase signal with a bar code readep; the purchase signal corresponding to 
a product; 

receiving a purchase signal; and 

determining a monetary amount depending on whether the memory signal corresponds to 
the purchase signal. 



67. A processing system for a system including a first computer, a second computer, a 
plurality of portable housings each containing an electronic memory, a plurality of homes, a store 
with a first receiver that receives signals from the plurality of portable housings to send a 
telecommunications sigrial out of the store via a telecommunications signal path, and a routing 
system for receiving a signal and generating a routing signal in response to an inter-network 
address in the received signal, the routing system including a plurality of wide area 
communication /inks, the processing system comprising: 

circuitry, in the first computer, that sends first signals to the routing system, each first 
signal including a signal corresponding to a product, and an inter-network address corresponding 
to the second computer, to cause the routing system to generate a plurality of routing signals, 
each pf the plurality of routing signals corresponding to a respective portion of a signal path 
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between the first and second computers, thereby enabling the second computer to receivefifst 
signals; and / 

a plurality of home computers, each located in one of the plurality o^nomes, responsive 
to a first signal received by the second computer, for sending a memory signal to a portable 
housing in the plurality of housings, the memory signal correspomling to the product. 

68. The processing system of claim 67 wherein/each housing is a card. 

69. The processing system of claim 67/wherein each housing further contains a 
processing unit that executes a program stored in a random access memory. 

70. The processing system of claim 67 wherein the telecommunications signal includes a 
signal identifying a consumer. / 

71. The processing /system of claim 67 further including 

a second receiver/that receives a purchase signal corresponding to a product; and 
a determiner for determining a monetary amount depending on whether the memory 
signal, received by me first receiver, corresponds to the purchase signal. 

72. The processing system of claim 67 further including 

an electromagnetic detector for generating the purchase signal. 
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73. The processing system of claim 67 further including 

a bar code reader for generating the purchase signal. / 

74. In a system including a store, a plurality of portable housings eacfrcontaining an 
electronic memory, a plurality of homes and a routing system for receiving a signal and 
generating a routing signal in response to an inter-network address/in the received signal, the 
routing system including a plurality of wide area communication links, a method comprising: 

sending, from a first computer, a first signal to the routing system, each first signal 
including a signal corresponding to a product, and an inter-network address corresponding to a 
second computer, to cause the routing system to generate a plurality of routing signals, each of 
the plurality of routing signals corresponding to a respective portion of a signal path between the 
first and second computers, thereby enabling the second computer to receive first signals; and 
the step, performed in one of the homes, of 

sending, responsive to at first signal received by the second computer, a memory signal to 
a portable housing in the pmrality of housings, the memory signal corresponding to the product, 
and / 
the step of / 

subsequently, moving the portable housing to the store, and 
the step, performed in the store, of 

receiving the memory signal from the portable housing, to send a telecommunications 
signal ou/ of the store via a telecommunications signal path. 
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75. The method of claim 74 further including executing a program stored in a randoni 
access memory in the portable housing. 

76. The method of claim 74 further including sending, in the^ecommunications signal, 
a signal identifying a consumer. / 

77. The method of claim 74 further includingtne steps, performed in the store, of 
receiving a purchase signal corresponding m a product; and 

determining a monetary amount depending on whether the memory signal corresponds to 
the purchase signal. / 

78. The method of claim 74/further including the steps, performed in the store, of 
generating a purchase signal with an electromagnetic detector, the purchase signal 

corresponding to a product; / 

receiving the purchase signal; and 

determining a monetary amount depending on whether the memory signal corresponds to 
the purchase signal. / 

79. The method of claim 74 further including the steps, performed in the store, of 
generating a purchase signal with a bar code reader, the purchase signal corresponding to 

a product; / 
\ receiving a purchase signal; and 
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determining a monetary amount depending on whether the memory signal corresponds to 
the purchase signal. / 

80. A processing system for a system including a plurality of portable housings each 
containing an electronic memory, a store with a first receiver that receives signals from the 
plurality of portable housings to send a telecommunications signal out of the store via a 
telecommunications signal path, a plurality of homes, and a routing/system for receiving a signal 
and generating network addresses in response to an inter-network address in the received signal, 
the routing system including a plurality of wide area communication links, the processing system 
comprising: / 

means for sending first signals from a firsUx>mputer to the routing system, each first 
signal including a signal corresponding to a product, and an inter-network address corresponding 
to a second computer, to cause the routing system to generate a plurality of network addresses, 
each of the plurality of network addresses corresponding to a respective computer in a respective 
computer network, thereby enabling the second computer to receive first signals; and 

means for sending, responsive to a first signal received by the second computer, a 
memory signal to a portable housing in the plurality of housings, the memory signal 
corresponding to the product, the means for sending being located in one of the homes. 

81. The processing system of claim 80 wherein each housing is a card. 

82. TThe processing system of claim 80 wherein each housing further contains a 
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processing unit that executes a program stored in a random access memory. 

83. The processing system of claim 80 wherein the telecommunications signal includes a 
signal identifying a consumer. / 

84. The processing system of claim 80 wherein the srore includes 

a second receiver that receives a purchase signa^orresponding to a product; and 
means for determining a monetary amount depending on whether the memory signal 
corresponds to the purchase signal. / 

85. The processing system of claim 80 wherein the store includes 

means for generating a purchase signal with an electromagnetic detector, the purchase 
signal corresponding to a product/ 

a second receiver that receives the purchase signal; and 

means for determining a monetary amount depending on whether the memory signal 
corresponds to the purchase signal. 

86. The processing system of claim 80 wherein the store includes 

means for/generating a purchase signal with a bar code reader, the purchase signal 
corresponding to a product; 

a seco/nd receiver that receives a purchase signal; and 
v means for determining a monetary amount depending on whether the memory signal 
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corresponds to the purchase signal. 



87. A processing system for a system including a plurality of portable hpusings each 
containing an electronic memory, a store with a first receiver that receives^ignals from the 
plurality of portable housings to send a telecommunications signal am of the store via a 
telecommunications signal path, a plurality of homes, and a routing system for receiving a signal 
and generating network addresses in response to an inter-network address in the received signal, 
the routing system including a plurality of wide area pommunication links, the processing system 
comprising: 

means for sending first signals from a/first computer to the routing system, each first 
signal including a signal corresponding tcr a product, and an inter-network address corresponding 
to a second computer, to cause the routing system to generate a plurality of routing signals, each 
of the plurality of routing signals Corresponding to a respective portion of a signal path between 
the first and second computersTihereby enabling the second computer to receive first signals; and 

means for sending, responsive to a first signal received by the second computer, a 
memory signal to a portaWe housing in the plurality of housings, the memory signal 
corresponding to the product, the means for sending being located in one of the homes. 

88. The processing system of claim 87 wherein each housing is a card. 



89. The processing system of claim 87 wherein each housing further contains a 
processing jmit that executes a program stored in a random access memory. 
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90. The processing system of claim 87 wherein the telecommunications^nal includes a 
signal identifying a consumer. / 

91 . The processing system of claim 87 wherein the store includes 
a second receiver that receives a purchase signaj/corresponding to a product; and 
means for determining a monetary amount ^depending on whether the memory signal 

corresponds to the purchase signal. / 

92. The processing system of claim 87 wherein the store includes 
means for generating a purcnase signal with an electromagnetic detector, the purchase 

signal corresponding to a product; 

a second receiver thai receives the purchase signal; and 

means for detennming a monetary amount depending on whether the memory signal 
corresponds to the purchase signal. 

93. The /processing system of claim 87 wherein the store includes 
means'for generating a purchase signal with a bar code reader, the purchase signal 

corresponding to a product; 

a/second receiver that receives a purchase signal; and 

/means for determining a monetary amount depending on whether the memory signal 
corresponds to the purchase signal.-- 

Z_J_ 
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